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or more of them, be a Committee to meet on Saturday next, the 30th of this instant, in the Council Chamber, at eight of the Clock in the morning, to consider of a Paper delivered in by his said R.H. to making the regulation of the Navy, this day read at the board; and in order to their information therein to send for and advise with such persons as they shall think proper for that purpose; and upon full consideration of the whole matter to make report unto H.M. of what they conceive fit to be done thereupon."
On July 2nd the report of this Committee was submitted to the King in Council, and it was ordered that his Royal Highness "do appoint and authorize John Lord Berkeley, Sir William Penn, Knight, and Peter Pett, Esquire, to be Commissioners for the Navy," to assist the Principal Officers, "provided that Peter Pett, Esq., be not obliged to a continual personal attendance jointly with the other officers, but that his chief care be employed at Chatham, the place of his ordinary residence." At this same Council "the orders of the 3ist of May and 2nd of June last, whereby the Commissioners of the Admiralty and Navy were empowered to act as formerly until further orders" were recalled.1
We learn from the Diary that the action of the Privy Council was communicated to Pepys on the evening of the 2nd July, and that the Navy Board were ordered to meet on the following day.2
We have seen that in Elizabeth's reign the Navy Office was on Tower Hill. It was afterwards removed to the corner of Crutched Friars and Seething Lane,"the site of a storehouse which had originally belonged to Sir William Winter, Surveyor of the Queen's Ships.
One of the great evils of the civil administration of the Navy was its want of centralization. While the Admiralty was self-contained and well governed, the Navy Office and its many offshoots had separate establishments which did not work well together, and the accumulation of evils which followed from this bad administration caused the appointment by an Act of 43 George III. of a " Commission for
1 Granville Penn's " Memorials of Sir William Penn," 1833, vol. ii., pp. 242-245.
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